
Subject Coordinators – Key Knowledge grid 

Tracking grid to show the Key knowledge which has been planned for each year group during Cycle A.  

Subject area: History  
 
Coordinator: Rebecca Power  

Term:  
 

Nursery 
 
 

Reception  Year 1 
Highlighted- Reception Class 4 key 

knowledge.  

Year 2 
Highlighted- Year 1 Class 7 Key 

knowledge.  

 Planned key knowledge: Planned key knowledge: Planned key knowledge: Planned key knowledge: 

Autumn  
Heroes and 
Villains 
 
 

• Children can say the days of 
the week in order. 

 

• Using the visual timetable 
children can say what is 
happening ‘now’ and ‘next’.  
 

• Children can tell you about a 
past experience in their own 
life in the correct tense e.g. ‘I 
went down the slide.’  
 

  

• Children know the sequence 
of animals that grow from 
eggs- egg → baby → adult 
(sequence).   

 
 

• Florence Nightingale was a 
nurse who changed the way 
hospitals run. They are now 
clean and patients are well 
looked after. 

 

• Guy Fawkes was caught 
trying to blow up the houses 
of parliament when King 
James was inside.  
 

• Bonfire Night is on the 5th of 
November each year to 
remember this event.  
 

• Children know the sequence 
of animals that grow from 
eggs- egg → baby → adult 
(sequence).  (this is a recap 
from nursery- check key 
knowledge in provision / 
independent activity)  

• A fire started on Pudding 
Lane in London in 1666, the 
fire spread quickly because 
the houses were made of 
wood and the streets were 
narrow.  
 

• There were no fire engines in 
1666, people used leather 
buckets to throw water at 
the fire but it did not go out.  
 

• The fire service started 
because of the great fire of 
London.  

 

• Guy Fawkes was caught 
trying to blow up the houses 
of parliament when King 
James was inside. (this is just 
key knowledge for Y1, 
Bonfire night is covered in 
classes 4,5 and 6 and within 
the heroes and villains topic 
in classes 7, 8, 9 and 10.)  

 

 Knowledge prompts Knowledge prompts Knowledge prompts Knowledge prompts 

 • What are the days of the 
week?  

 

• Tell me what happens when 
an animal from an egg is 
born and put these pictures 

• Tell me about Guy Fawkes.  
 

• Why did he plot to blow up 
the houses of parliament?  

• Tell me about London in 
1666.  

 



• Show me (on the visual 
timetable) what we are 
doing now, what will we be 
doing next? 
 

• What did you do outside / at 
the weekend / yesterday / 
on the bikes?  
 

• Tell me how you have 
changed since this picture 
(looking at a picture of the 
child as a baby).  
 

• Tell me how your family has 
changed (this may need a 
prompt- new pet? New 
baby? Baby in Mummy’s 
tummy? Family members 
hair has turned grey?)  

 

in order (picture of egg, 
baby dragon, adult dragon). 
 

• When was Florence 
Nightingale born? (the 
answer could be a date or a 
long time ago). Is Florence 
Nightingale alive now?  
 

• Tell me what Florence 
Nightingale did.  
 

• How did Florence 
Nightingale help us? 

 

• What is special about 5th 
November? 
 

• What do you do on Bonfire 
Night, why? 

• Tell me about how the fire 
spread.  
 

• How did they stop the fire?  
 

• What would be different if it 
happened now?  
 

• Tell me about Samuel Pepys. 
 

• Tell me about Bonfire Night  
 
 

 Planned key knowledge: Planned key knowledge: Planned key knowledge: Planned key knowledge: 

Spring 
What a 
wonderful world 
 
 
 

• Children know the sequence 
of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ 
and can say what happens 
‘first’ ‘next’ ‘last’.  
 

• Children name the sequence 
of the lifecycle of a plant. 
Seed → stalk and leaves → 
flowering.  

•  In 1770 Captain James Cook 
discovered the Great Barrier 
Reef.  

 

• Captain James Cook was the 
first person to cross the 
Antarctic circle.  

• Ernest Shackleton wanted to 
be the first person to cross 
Antarctica so he set up an 
expedition in 1914. 
 

• They got stuck in the ice in 
1915 and they did not think 
they would survive.  
 

• A small crew lead by 
Shackleton found help and 
they were all saved.  
 

• Ships have changed a lot 
since 1914 they are not 
usually made of wood 
anymore and are powered 
by engines not wind. (just 
reception, this is part of the 
history MTP for Y1). 

• In 1903, two brothers from 
named Wilbur and Orville 
Wright, known as the Wright 
Brothers were successful in 
flying an airplane they built. 
It was the first powered 
flight. 

 

• Over time aeroplanes have 
changed a lot.  

 

• In 1908 they built the first 
plane that could carry a 
passenger.  

 



 Knowledge prompts Knowledge prompts Knowledge prompts Knowledge prompts 

 • (Looking at pictures of a 
baby, toddler and 4-year-
old). Tell me about these 
pictures and order them.  

 

• What happens in Jack and 
the Beanstalk? Put these 
pictures in order.  
 

• Tell me what happens when 
you plant a seed. Put these 
pictures in order and tell me 
about them.  

• Who was Captain James 
Cook?  

 

• Tell me about Captain James 
Cook’s expedition.  
 

• What did Captain James 
Cook do?  
 

• Are expeditions different 
now? 

• Tell me about Ernest 
Shackleton.  

 

• What happened on his 
expedition?  
 

• Tell me about what 
happened in Antarctica.  

• Tell me about the Wright 
Brothers.  

 

• What is special about the 
Wright Brothers invention? 
 

• How has the Wright 
brothers invention changed 
lives today?  

 Planned key knowledge: Planned key knowledge: Planned key knowledge: Planned key knowledge: 

Summer 
Amazing 
Adventures 
 
 
 

• Children sort pictures of 
old and new tractors.  

 

• Children can name key 
differences between old 
and new tractors.  

 

• Children sequence egg → 
chick → chicken.   

•  Henry Walter Bates 
travelled to the amazon in 
1848 and he explored for 
11 years.  
 

• He was a scientist and he 
bought information and 
artefacts back to England 
which we can still see 
today in a museum.  
 

• That a museum is a place 
where you can see 
interesting things from the 
past.  

 

Summer 1  

• The sandwich as we know 
it was invented in in 
England in 1762 by John 
Montagu, the 4th Earl of 
Sandwich. 

 

• He liked playing cards and 
did not want to leave the 
card table.  
 

• He wanted a way to eat his 
meat without his hands 
getting greasy so he 
ordered his cook to put the 
meat between two slices of 
bread, from then on fillings 
between bread became 
known as the sandwich.  
 

Summer 2 

• Helen Keller was blind and 
deaf, she wrote books and 
travelled around the world 
to inspire other people 
who were deaf and blind.  
 

• David Attenborough was 
born in 1926.  

 

• In 1954 his first nature 
programme was broadcast. 
It was called Zoo Quest and 
it was black and white.  
 

• In 1985 he became Sir 
David Attenborough when 
the Queen knighted him for 
services for television.  
 

• In the time that David 
Attenborough has been on 
the television it has 
changed a lot- we now 
have colour TVs and much 
more detail.   



• Dentists have changed over 
the time, they now have 
better pain relief and new 
medicines and ways to help 
people with their teeth.   
 

• The Olympics is a special 
sports competition which 
happens every 4 years, it 
started in Greece.  

 Knowledge prompts Knowledge prompts Knowledge prompts Knowledge prompts 

 • Which tractor is old? Which 
is new?  

 

• Tell me about these 
tractors.  
 

• What are these animals 
called? (farm animals, pig, 
sheep, cow, goat, chicken) 
 

• (Looking at pictures of baby 
animals) What are these 
baby animals called? 
 

• (looking at pictures of an 
egg, chick and chicken) 
What are these? Can you 
put them in order? 

 

• Tell me about Henry Walter 
Bates.  

 

• What did he do in the 
amazon?  
 

• What is a museum? Why 
are they important? 

Summer 1  

• Tell me about the Earl of 
Sandwich.  

 

• How was the sandwich 
invented? 
 

• Why was it called a 
sandwich? 

 
Summer 2  
 

• Tell me about Helen Keller.  
 

• What did Helen Keller do?  
 

• How did Helen Keller help 
people?  
 

• How have dentists 
changed?  
 

• Tell me about the Olympics  

• Tell me about David 
Attenborough.  

 

• Tell me about Zoo Quest. 
Why is it important?  
 

• How have David 
Attenborough’s 
achievements been 
recognised?  
 

• Tell me about planet earth.  
 

• Why is David Attenborough 
important? (TV / climate 
change)  

 


